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What is Street Medicine?

Health and social services developed 
specifically to address the unique 
needs of the unsheltered homeless, 
delivered directly to them in their own 
environment. 



Why are Street Medicine Programs necessary for EHE?
› Poverty increases HIV prevalence by 20x

– PWID accounted for 10% of adult and adolescent HIV cases

› Different demographics (white race, age 13-34) from other HIV high-prevalence 
populations 

› Sex work is prevalent in street medicine population, PREP opportunity! 

U.S. Census Bureau. Annual estimates of the resident population by sex and selected 
age groups for the United States: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2008. NC-EST2008-022009.



Why else are Street Medicine Programs Needed?
› Opioid-related deaths in U.S. increased 500% over a 20-year period (1999-2019) 

– Fentanyl use

› Tampa Bay region 50% Higher than the rest of the country (15.5%) (Perry, 2021) 

› Tampa Bay region recorded 1,200 overdose deaths in 2020 (Project Opioid, 2021)

https://www.hhs.gov/opioids/about-the-epidemic/index.html



Tampa Bay Street Medicine (TBSM)
Founded 2014, 3 service divisions

• “Street Runs”: 2 Fridays/month
• OTC meds
• Health education
• Wound care
• Vitals Checks

• Continuity clinic: 2 
Saturdays/month

• Primary care
• Women’s Health
• (Podiatry)
• Free prescription meds

• IDEA Exchange: 3 half-days/week





Examples of Street Medicine 
Care Innovations in EHE and 

Opiate Epidemic Arenas
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EHE innovations @ TBSM

Teleharm Reduction: Start 
patients with uncontrolled HIV 

on ART via telehealth 
appointments with HIV 

clinicians 

Cabenuva injection outside of 
traditional clinic

Leverage research to reduce 
community viral load 

ex. TSHARP RCT

Train multidisciplinary 
students in street medicine 

and HIV care. Medical, nursing, 
public health, pharmacy, 
anthropology, residents x4 

programs.

PREP



Street Medicine Operates Under Harm Reduction Model: 

• Offers same-day home buprenorphine induction
• Provides buprenorphine to patients with polysubstance use
• Increasingly spaced-out visits with treatment stability
• Naloxone supply and training (including secondary supply)

Martin SA, Chiodo LM, Bosse JD, Wilson A. The Next Stage of Buprenorphine Care for Opioid Use Disorder. Ann Intern Med. 2018 Nov 
6;169(9):628-635.



• Anonymous & confidential HIV/HCV 
testing

• Syringe exchange and access to 
sterile equipment

• Narcan distribution
• Mobile unit/3 locations each week
• Linkage to care

• HIV/HCV
• Substance use/MOUD

• Mental health referrals
• Research



60% of patients continue to follow-up for MAT
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Importance of Narcan 
Integration into 
programs
• All above arms of the program 
provide Narcan as SOP

• Multiple Narcan doses per 
client

• Challenges of Narcan supply 
chain

• Have multiple local pharmacies 
ordering and storing for us

• Now an official state-distributor
• State of Florida is adopting our 
postcard model



Acknowledgements

TBSM and IDEA patients
TBSM and IDEA team members
Randi Whitney – TPD Corporal

Mayor Castro
Tampa Hope

Feeding Tampa Bay
U Miami IDEA team

 


